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To the STEwarDs and MRæMBERS of the METHODIST 


SOCIETY in Mancheſter. 
BRETHREN, 


PI HEN defired by you 10 give ſome account of that 


great and good Man The Rev. Mr. Weſley; I 


defired you to make choice of a Preacher more adequate 
to the Taſt. A conſciouſneſs of my inability to do Fuſ- 
tice to ſo great à Character, excited in me a fear leaſt 
I ſhould, | 


« Inſult his Memory, or blot his Tomb!” 


But when you perſiſted in your requeſt, I ſummoned all my 
fortitude, and after collecting the beſt information, time 
and circumſtances would permit, added to my own per- 
ſonal knowledge of him; I arranged theſe Materials, 
perhaps with more hafte than Judgment. The kind 
reception theſe fragments met with when delivered; and 
the unanimous call for them a ſecond time, the follewing 
evening ; added to the importunity of the public for their 
appearance in print, induced me to comply with their re- 


queſt. 


; If the Teftimony I have borne to the Life and Docs 
trine of my late Rev. Father in the Goſpel, ſhould have 
any good influence upon the mind of the Reader ; it 


will afford an additional pleaſure, to his truly affettio» . 


nate, 
MANCHESTER, R. R. 


March 23d, 1791, 
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He being dead, yet ſpeaketh. 


"HIS chapter records the Atchievments of thaſe 
renowned Worthies of the Old Teſtament, 


who through faith ſubdued kingdoms, wrought 


righteouſneſs, and obtained promiſes. Who while 
they lived were as lights ſhining in a dark place, il- 
luſtrating by their bright example, the firſt princi- 
ple of our holy religion, aflerted in the 6th verſe 
of this chapter. —He that cometh to GOD, muſt 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him, . Nor did their uſefulneſs 
terminate with their lives; for while they enjoy the 
happy triumphs of their glorious conqueſt in the 
kingdom ot their Father, what is ſaid ot Abel, may 
be faid of them all, that being dead, they yet ſpeak, 
even to us upon whom the ends of the wars are 
COMC, 


May GOD eve us ears to hear! 


An elaborate expoſition of the text will not be 
expected on this occaſion: And as the leading truths 
of chriſtianity will be mentioned, when we come to 
ſpeak of the principles of our departed Paſtor ; I 
ſhall diſmiſs the ſubje& for the preſent, and pro- 
ceed to give you an impartial, tho' imperfect ac- 


count of this great man, who is juſtly deſerving of 
a name 
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à name among thoſe Patriarchs and Prophets, who 
| through faith and patience inherit the promiſes. 


The Rev. Jobn Wefley was born in June 1703, 
at Epworth in tlncoinibire, of which place his 
Father, the Rev. Samuel Wefley was Rector. His 


Mother was daughter of the learned and pious Dr. 
Samuel Anneſly, one of the worthy Miniſters, 
ejected by the black Bartholemew Act; an Act that 
diſgraces the annals of the Britiſh Nation, 


When Mr. Weſley was about eight years old, the 
Parſonage houſe was burnt to the ground. He was 
taken through a window of the nurſery by, ong 
man who ſtood upon the ſhoulders of another. I 
have heard him ſay, when his Father ſaw the 
flames devouring his property, he eagerly enquired, 
Are all my children ſafe? and being anſwered in | 
the affirmative, he replied © Then am I rich enough 
ſtill!” In remembrance of this remarkable delive- 
Tance, a plate was engraven which repreſented the 
awful ſcene, with a Motto © Is not this a brand 
| plucked out of the fire” | 


At a proper age he was ſent to Chriſt Church 
College, Oxford,; where the progreſs he made in 
learning was very conſiderable. In the year 1725, 
| he took his degree of M. A. and 'was ſoon after 
elected Fellow of Lincoln College. About this 
time, he and two or three others, began to meet 
together. In theſe meetings they read the Bible, 
OE Dr, 
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Dr. Taylor's Rules for Holy Living and Dying, 


Mr. Law's Chriſtian Perfection, and Serious Call; 
and conſulted how they might beſt employ their 
time to the Glory of GOD. They agreed to uſe 
all the means of grace, and in particular to com- 
municate every week; to adminiſter relief accord- 
ing to their ability, to priſoners and others in di- 


ſtreſs. They were ſoon noticed for their fingula- 


rity, and became a proverb of reproach. They 
were fir{t called Sacramentarians ; afterwards the 
Holy Club; the Reforming Club; and laſtly Metho- 
di/ts ; A name given near a century before, to cer- 

tain Phyſicians, who lived by Rule. Theſe terms 
of reproach they bore with patience, remember- 
ing that all who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, 
ſhall ſuffer perſecution. By reading, they evidently 
ſaw, that, without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
LORD; but they had no clear idea how that ho- 
lineſs was to be obtained. 


In 1735, Mr. Weſley embarked for Georgia in 
America, with a deſign to ſpread the Goſpel among 
the Indians; but the ill treatment he received there, 
not from the Indians; but from ſome who called 
themſelves Chriſtians, induced him, towards the 
end of the year 1737, to return to his native land. 
The reflections he made on his miſſion to America, 


are very ſtriking, © I left my native country, (ſays 


he,) to teach the Georgian Indians the nature of 
Chriſtianity ; but what I have learned myſelf in the 


mean time? Why (what Lleaſt of all ſuſpected) that 


Il whe 
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I who went to America to convert others, was never 
myſelf converted jo GOD.” Again, © This have I 


learned in the ends of the earth, that I am fallen 
ſhort of the Glory of GOD: that my whole heart 


20 altogether corrupt and abominable, and conſequently 
my whole life, (ſecing it cannot be, that an evil 


tree ſhould bring forth good fruit :) that alienated as 1 


am from the life of GOD, 1 am a child of wrath, and 


an heir of hell,” 


In the year 1738, he faw that holineſs comes by 
faith, and that a man muſt be juſtified, before he 
can be wholly ſanctiſied. On the 5th of March, the 


Lord made Peter Bohler, (a pious Miniſter among 


the Moravians) an inflrtment of convincing him 
of the want of that faith, by which alone we are 


juſtified. He was now tempted to leave of preach- 
ing ; © How, ſays he, can I preach faith to others, 
when J have it not myſelf!” When he aſked Mr. 
Bohler whether he ſhould forbear preaching, he an- 
ſwered, By no means! Preach faith till you have 
it ; and then becauſe you have it, you will preach 
faith!“ The 19th of March 1738, was the firft time 


he ever preached in this Town: on theſe words of 


St. Paul, If any man be in Chriſt he is a new crea- 
ture. At his return to Oxford on rhe 27th, he, iu 
company with Mr. Kinchin, viſited a man in the 
caſtle, under fentence of death ; while they were at 


prayer the criminal ſeemed to be deeply affected; 


and riſing from his knees he eagerly ſaid © I am 
now _ to as, I know Chriſt has taken away 
my 


8 
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my fins and there is no more condemnation” for 
me !” In his lalt moments he appeared to cnjoy 
perfect peace, confident that he was accepted in 
the beloved! On the 19th of May, his brother, Mr. 
Charles Weſley, who had been under heavy afflic- 
tion of body, and deep diſtreſs of mind, found reſt 

ö to his ſoul. 


The 24th, in the evening, he went very unwil- 
une) to a ſociety i in Alderſgate-ſtreet, where one 
was reading Luther's preface to the Epiſtle to the 
Romans, About a quarter before nine, at'the place 

where Luther deſcribes the change which GOD 
works in the heart, through faith in Chriſt ; he 
fays, I felt my dert ſtrangely warmed : 1 felt 1 
did truſt in Chriſt alone for ſalvation: and an aſſu- 

rance was given me, that he had taken away my 

| ſins even mine; and ſaved me from the law of fin 
and death. I began to pray with all my might, for 
thoſe who had in a more eſpecial manner deſpiteful- 

ly uſed me, and perſecuted me. I then teſtified open- 

ly to all there, what I now firft felt in my heart.” 
Thurſday May 25, the moment I awaked, . Jeſus 

Maſter, was in my heart and in my mouth; and I 

found all my ſtrength lay in keeping my eye fixt 

upon him, and my ſoul waiting on him continu- 

ally.“ 


In this year he viſited ſome parts of Germany, 
and was greatly ediſied by the diſcourſes of Chriſ- 


tian David, Father of the Moravian churches. Many 
B | things 
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things among the Brethren he highly approved, but 


„ 


thexe were others he could not reconcile with the 
word of GOD. PLE: IF 


He returned, and on April 2d, 1730, preached 
in the open air. In this year many flocked unto 
him, inquiring what they muſt do to be ſaved. 
Theſe he formed into different claſſes, and adviſed _ 
them how to {lce from the wrath to come. And as 
It was impoſſible for him alone, to watch over the. 
great numbers that were joined together; GOD, at 
that time, raiſed up ſome lay men, who had been 
wrought on by his Miniſtry, to aſſiſt him in ſpread-- 
ing this glorious work. Theſe freely offered them. 
ſelves to ſerve him as Sons in the Goſpel : he accept- 
ed their offer, and appointed each his ſtation. He 
likewiſe appointed Stewards to manage the tem- 


ora! concerns of each Society, and Leaders to « vr- 


ſee the ſpiritual welfare of thoſe perſons that were 
committed to their care; and theſe were always 
appointed by himſelf, or by the preacher he dele- 


gated in his abſence : he likewiſe formed rules for 


the good government of the whole community. 


10 proceſs of time the number of preachers, Fs 
well as people) was greatly multiplied. Theſe ruſh- 
ed into every open door; the power of the Holy 
One attended their Miniftry, and many were turned 
unto the LORD. In order, that this bleſſed work 
might be deepened in the hearts of thoſe who had 
received a knowledge of the truth, and have a 

wider 


{3 
wider ſpread among thoſe who had not, he divid- 
ed the three kingdoms into certain diſtricts, called 
Circuits, and appointed a proportionable number of 
preachers to each. One or more, from each of theſe 
Circuits were convened once a year, to repreſent 
the temporal and ſpiritual ſtate of each Society. 
In theſe affembkes, he ſat as Prefident. He examin- 
ed the character of every itinerant preacher with 
regard to doctrine and practice; he received thoſe 
that were well recommended, on trial; and thofe 
that had made full proof of their Miniſtry during 
the time of their probation, (Which at firſt was 
twelve months, and afterwards four years) he ad- 
mitted into full connection. He reproved thoſe 
that had any flaw in their character, and diſmiſſed 
ſuch as remained incorrigible. 


- — N 


Theſe annual meetings, (which afterwards re- 
ceived the name of a Methodiſt Conference) were 
made a general bleſſing to the preachers and people. 
The preachers by hearing and ſeeing each other on 
theſe occaſions, contracted a chriſtian friendſhip for 
one another, that united them in a bond of love, 
which, Ihope, death itſelf willnotbeable to diſſolve. 


In thoſe Conterences, I have ſeen, ſeverity blend- 
ed with parental affection in ſuch a degree, as to 
draw tears from the cyes of all preſent. 


The doctrine which diſtilled from his lips at theſs 
n diffuſed a ſpirit of love, and unity among 
B 2 the 


K 

the labourers; and generally, the adminiſtration of 
the Lord's Supper cloſed the ſolemnity. The preach- 
ers ſpeedily ſet out to fill their different ſtations; 


and were generally received by che people with | Joy 
1955 n 


I am firmly neviſiaded that whoever will be at the 
pains to acquaint himſelf with the riſe and progreſs 
of Methodiſm, (fo called, ) will ſcarce ſindany work 
of GOD which equals it, ſince the Apoſtolic age, | 
The reformation that has been wrought in the 
hearts, and lives, of hundreds, of thouſands, yea, 
of tens of thouſands; in England, Ireland, Scotland; 
upon the great Continent of America, and in the 
Weſt Indialfles ; muſt conſtrain the truly in genuous 
to cry out ; This i * the LORD's doing, and it is mar- 


welous in our eyes! 


The inſtruments bear no proportion to the work, 
Nothing leſs than the right hand of Omnipotence, 
could bring ſuch mighty things to paſs! Yet, it 
mult be allowed, thewiſdom of GOD had eminent- 
ly qualified this great man to fill the ſtation his pro- 
vidence had appointed him. His Miniſterial Abili- 
ties were great; his Sermons were in general deli- 
vered with that energy, and gravity; that juſt- 

eſs, and propriety which do credit ta the Chriſti- 
an Orator. He was a ſtranger to Circumlocution 
he came immediately to the point he had in view: 
and his word found its way to the conſciences of 
his hearers, He well knew the workings of the 
: human 


Xx" 49" 3 
human heart, and traced fin through all its latent 
mazes. He ſtrongly aſſerted the univerſal depravi- 
ty of our nature; the utter inability of man, to fave 
himſelf, either in whele or in part: the foundation 
of human hope deep laid in the blood of the ever 
lating covenant ; declaring repeatedly, There is no 


merit or power to fave the loſt, but in the blood, 
and ſpirit of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


He frequently inſiſted on that precious truth, 
* We are juitified by faith alone, without the deeds 


of the law; we are ſaved from fiſt to laſt, by 
grace, through faith !” | 


The following was a favourite verſe of his, 


6 GOD it is who juſtifies, 

„ Only faith the blood applies; 

& Sanctifies and makes us whole, 
* Forms the Saviour in the Soul.“ 


How often, and O, how pathetically have I heard 
him exhort broken hearted contrite ſinners, to be- 
lieve on the Lord Jeſus, that they might be ſaved, 


Theſe were the doctrines he preached, for more 
than fifty years ; his labours were uncommon dur- 
ing that period, riſing generally at four in the 
morning, preaching twice, often three times a day; 
beſides travelling forty, fifty, and ſometimes more 
than ſixty miles. So that according to computation, 
he es near a thouſand ſermons, and travel- 


led 
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led above four chouſand miles, one year with ano- 
ther; beſides his writing, reading, and other avoca- 
tions-—In ſhort, his life was filled with offices of 
beneficence, and labours of love. He was a pat- 
tern to his flock, and might ſay, be ye followers 
of me, as I am of Jeſus Chriſt. 


The firſt twenty years of his Miniſtry, what tic 
gers has he been expoſed to, by tumultuous mobs, 
in Cornwall, in Staffordſhire, and. various other 
places! How often has he gone to preach, when 
danger appeared on every fide; not counting his 
life dear to him, fo he might fulfil his Miniſtry, by 
publiſhing the Goſpel of the grace of GOD! GOD, 


often amidſt theſe dangers ſeaſonably interpoſed, 


and ſoftened the hearts of theſe Human beaſts, cau- 
ſing thoſe who came with a purpoſe to * him, 
to become his protectors, 


Thus lived this man of GOD, who walked with 
even ſteps through evil report, and good report; 
following the LORD fully, patient in doing well, 
and bearing ill. His chriſtian fortitude never for. 
ſook him; and the joy of the LORD was his 
ſtrength! The numbers that were converted under 


his Miniſtry, are the beſt Seals of his Apoſileſhip, 


and will be his crown of rejoicing in the day of Je- 


ſus Chriſt!—But what do I hear? He js dead Weſley, 


the great, the good, the learned, the pious Weſley, 
is no more | The ſpiritual Father of hundreds of 
Miniſters, and thouſands of real Chriſtians, is gone 


down to the Stones of the Pit, where the duſt ſhall 


1 
cover him! Thoſe eyes, that looked benignity and 
love, on all around; are now conſigned to mid-- 
night darkneſs: thoſe lips, on which hung the law 
of kindneſs, are now ſealed up in ſilence; until he 
ſhall awake, and ſing out of the duſt! His active 
limbs, are now rendered uſeleſs ; his whole earthly 
frame is diſſolved ! He is dead! Know ye not that 
a. Prince, and a. great man, is fallen in our Iſrael! 
Brethren, 1.read in your countenances the concern 
ye feel. Perhaps theſe Habiliments* of mortality 
which ſtrike your eyes, may have ſome tendency to 
affect your hearts! Theſe tokens of reſpect are juſt- 
ly due to a Father, who loved you, as his children 
in the Goſpel. You are a part, and no inconſidera- 
ble part, of the diſconſolate family he has left be-. 
hind; a numerous family, who are this day em- 
balming his memory with their tears. To be un- 
affected with ſo great a loſs, argues great inſenſibi- 
lity ; or what is itill worſe, carnal ſecurity. Since 
the days of Adam, the king of terrors, has been 
making rapid ſtrides towards univerſal empire; 
„No ſpot on earth but has ſupplied a grave, 
And human ſkulls the ſpacious Ocean pave?” 
Youth, beauty, riches, ſtrength, cannot ſoften the 
heart, or turn aſide the potent arm, of that inſatia- 
ble tyrant. Only fearleſs taith, and genuine piety, 
*Dare to meet this friendly foe, and ſhelter. ! in his 
hoſpitable gloom.” 


* The Pulpit and Gallery being hung in Hack, with — 
the. Nano RESURGAM. I: SHALL ris! | 
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Bleſſed are the dead who die in the LORD, thar 
they may reſt from their labours. Death puts a pe- 
= riod to all their afflictions; and opens the peaceful 
gates of felicity, which admit them into the joy of 
their LORD. The love of G00 is ſtronger than 
death; it diſarms the Monſter, and changes this 
terrific viſiter into a Meſſenger of peace. Precious in 
the ſight of the LORD, is the death of his Saints! 


Such was the caſe with our dear honoured Father! 
We are informed, he was taken to Paradiſe in a glo- 
rious manner. That on Thurſday the 17th of Fe- 
bruary, Mr. Weſley preached at Lambeth, from, 
Labour not for the Meat which periſbeth, but for that 
Meat which endureth unto everlaſting life.. When he 
came home he ſeemed very unwell, buton being aſk- 
ed, How he did? only ſaid, he believed he had taken 
a little cold. Friday the 18th, He read and wrote as 
uſual, dined at Mr. Urling's, and preached at Chel- 
ſea in the evening, from“ The King's buſineſs required 
baſte: but was obliged to ſtop once or twice, and 
told the people, his cold. ſo affected his voice, as to 
| ;provent, his ſpeaking, without thoſe neceſlary —_ 


"Saturday 19th, reading and writing filled up 
moſt of his precious time; though to thoſe that 
were with him, his fever and weakneſs appeared 
evidently increaſing. He dined at Mrs. Griffth's, I/- 
lington; and while there, deſired a friend to read to 
him. the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th ee of Job. 
Sunday 


CY 3 
Sunday 26th, He roſe (according to cuſtom) early 
In the morning, but utterly unfit for his Sabbath's 
exerciſe; at ſeven o'clock he was obliged to lie down, 
and ſlept between three and four hours. When he 
awoke, he ſaid, I have not had ſuch a comforta- 
ble fleep this fortaight paſt.” The effects were ſoon _.. 
gone, and in the afternoon he lay down again, and 
| {lept an hour or two: Afterwards two of his own 
diſcourſes on Our LORD's Sermon on the Mount 
were read to him; and in the evening he came down 
to ſupper. | 


Monday 21k, He ſeemed much better, and the! 
his friends tried to diſſuade him from it, he would 
keep an engagement made ſome time before to dine 
with Mr. G—, at Troittenbam. In bis way thi- 
ther he called on Lady Mary Fitzgerald : the con- 
verſation was truly oroficable,and well became a laſt 
viſit : he prayed in ſuch a ſpirit and manner, as that 
pious Lady will never forget. At T. he ſeemed 
much better, and the firſt and laſt vidat to that plea- 
ling family, we hope will prove a laſting bleſſing. · 


On Tueſday 22d, He preached- at the Chapel i in 
the City-Road, from * We through the ſpirit wait for 


the hope of righteouſneſs by faith; met |the Leaders, 
and ſeemed better than he had been for ſome days. 


On wedneſday 23d, He went to viſit a family 
at Leatherhead, who have lately begun to receive 
the truth, Here he delivered his laſt public Meſ- 
| C ſage 
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ſage from, © Seek ye the LORD while he may be W 
call ye upon him while be is ncar. 


' Thurſday 24th, He paid a laſt viſit to the Hom? 
George Wolff, Eſq; at Balam. Here he was chearful, 
and ſeemed nearly as well as uſual, till Friday, about 
breakfaſt time, when he ſeemed very heavy. About 
eleven o'clock Mrs. Wolff brought him home: get- 
ting out of the Coach he appeared very feeble, but 
more ſo as he walked up ſtairs ; his friends were 
alarmed, andhaftenedto get him ſome refreſhment, 
but before they could get any thing, he had ſent 
Mr. R out of the room, and deſired not to be 
interrupted for half an hour by any one; adding, 
not even if Joſeph Bradford come. As "= as the 
limited time was expired, Mr. Bradford waited 
on him, and ſoon after ordered a little ſpiced 
wine to be brought; Mr. Weſley drank a little, 
and ſeemed fleepy. ln a few minutes he was 
ſeized with ſickneſs, threw it up, and ſaid, I muſt 
lie down.“ They immediately ſent for Dr. White- 
head, an eminent Phyſician; on his coming in, Mr. 
Weſley ſmiled and ſaid, Doctor, they are more 
afraid than hurt.“ He lay moſt of the day, with a 
| quick pulſe, a burning fever, and extremely fleepy, 


Saturday 26th, He continued much the ſame; he 
ſpoke but little, and if rouſed to anſwer a queſtion, 


ſoon doſed again. His weepiug attendants, now 
joined in prayer, that if the LORD was pleaſed to 


remove him from them, = might receive his dy- 
ing 


699 
ing charges; and enjoy the comfort of hearing him 
ſeal with his lateſt breath, thoſe bleſſed truths theß 
had been long accuſtomed to receive from GOD; 


through him, GOD anſwered their prayer, the 


ſtupor was abated, though the fever continued, but 
not ſo violent as before. EEE 


Sunday morning 27th, with a little of Mr. BL; 
| help, he got up, ſat in his chair, and looked quite 
chearful, while he repeated the following lines, 


. Till glad 1 lay this body down, To 
* Thy ſervant LORD attend; 

neee my life of mercy crown 
With a triumphant end!“ 


EY 8 


About half after two he ſaid, there 1 is no need for 
more, when at Briſtol my words were 


981 the chief of ſinners am, 
But Jeſus died for me ! P 


A Friend ſitting by, ſaid, and i is this the 8 
language of your heart ? he replied yes. His friend 
ſaid our Immanuel has purebaſed: and promiſed all. 
He earneſtly anſwered, * He is all! He is all! Soon 
after he ſaid © I will go,” his friend faid, to joys 
above, LORD help me to follow you ! To which he 
reply'd « AMEN ! In the evening he. got up again, 
and while ntting in his chair, and perhaps think - 
We.” WR , ing 

* At a Conference, wha. it 2045 expeed every mm al 
been His 450. | 
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ing of che kind friends he had lately viſited, be 
ſaid, What are all the pretty things at lan i 


a dying Man!“ He then again ſaid, 
S165 TEN rhe ef bers am, . 
« But Jeſus died for me Tre REP MOMS TL 


| Monday 28th, When Mr. Bradford 3 
Dr. Whitehead's deſire to have another Phyſician | 
called in, he abſolutely refuſed ; Dr. Whitehead 
(lays he) knows my confiitution better than 'any 
one; I am perfectly ſatisfied, and will not have any 
one elſe.” That day he flept much, and ſpoke but 
little; once in a low, but diſtinct voice, he ſaid, 


* There is no way into the holieſt, but by the blood 
of Jeſus.“ 


N 


Tueſday March 1 Aſter a a very refilefs wigs 
he began ſinging the following Hymn. 


All glory to GOD in the icy, 
And peace upon earth be reſtor'd, 
O Jeſus, exalted on high, 
Appear our Omnipotent LORD! 
Who meanty in Bethlehem born, 
Didit ſtoop to redeem a loſt race; 
Once more to thy people return, 
And reign. in thy kingdom of grace. 


When thou i in the fleſh didſt appear, 
All nature acknowledged thy birth ; ; 
Aroſe the acceptable year; ; 


And heaven was opened on earth : 


Recelvin 8 


Gu 


74112 Roariving its LORD fnom above, 
he ward was united to bleſß, 
12 Ahe giver of concord and love, | 
The Prince and the Author of Peace.” 


Here his ſtrength failed; but after lying en 
he called on Mr. Bradford to give him a pon and 
ink; they were brought, and on putting the pen 
into his hand and holding the paper before im, he 
ſaid, * cannot,“ a friend reply'd, Let me write for 
vou Sir: tell me what you would lay, Nothing, 
returned he, but, that GOD io ieh us!“ In the 
forcnoon be fail I will get up.“ White his things 
were getting: ready, he broke out in a manner which 
aſtonihed us all, in theſe bleſſed words, 


«I nl praiſe my Maker while I'ue breach, 
And when my voice is loſt in death, 
Praiſe ſhall, employ my nobler powrs; 
My days of praiſe ſhall-ne!er be paſt, 
While life, and thought, and bang hall 
Or immartality endures: | 


Happy the man whoſe hopes rely 

On Ifrael's GOD ; he made the &y, 

And earth and ſong with all their train, 
His truth forever ſtands ſecure, _ 
He ſaves th oppreſs'd, he feeds the poor, 
And none ſhall find his promiſe vain,” 


When he got into his chair, we ſaw him change for 
geath, but he, n of his dying frame, ſaid 


with 


1 


G 


With a weak voice, I. ORD thou giveſt ſtrength to 
thoſe that can ſpeak, and to thoſe that cannot. 
Speak, LORD, to all our hearts, and let them know 
that thou looſeſt tongues.” He then'ſung, 


To Father Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
4 ne Tweetly all agree. 


Here is voice failed him, and after ASS, fot 
breath, he faid, Now we have done—Let us all 
go.” He was obliged to be laid on the bed, after 
lying ſtill and Cleeping a little, he ſaid to his friends, 
pray and praiſe.” A little after, he ſpoke to Mr. 
Bradford about the key and contents of his bureau; 
white Mr. B— was attending to his directions, he 
ſaid to a friend ſtanding by the bed, I would have 
all things ready for my Executors, Mr. Wolff, Mr, 
Horton, and Mr. Mariot ;* then taking breath he 
added, Let me be buried in nothing but what is 
woollen, and let my Corps be carried in my Coflin 
into the Chapel.“ Then as if he had done with all 
below, he again begged them to pray and praiſe, 
Mr. Broadbent prayed, under which Mr. Weſley 
expreſſed the fervor of his ſoul, by cloſing the peti- 
tions offered, with a loud * AMEN!” On riſing 
from their knees, he took Mr. B—'s hand; drew 
him near, and faluted him, and faid Farewel, 
farewel.* After he had pauſed a little, with all 
the remaining ſtrength he had, he cried out, * The 
beſt of all is, GOD is with us!' and then-as if to 
alert the Winter of the promiſc-keeping JE- 
Bis STAR, 


6230 


HOVAH, and comfort the hearts of his weeping 
friends; lifting up his dying arm in token of 
Victory, and raiſing his feeble voice with a holy 
triumph, he repeated again the heart reviving words 
© The beſt of all is, GOD is with us l' Sometime 
after, giving him ſomething to wet his parched lips, 
he ſaid, It will not do, we muſt take the conſe- 
quence ; never mind the poor carcaſe.“ Mr. R 
ſaid, * Sir we are come to rejoice with you; you 
are going to receive your crown.“ © It is the Lord's 
doing, he replied, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes!“ On being told Mrs. Weſley was come, he 
ſaid, he giveth his ſervants reſt.” On wetting 
his lips, he ſaid, We thank thee, O LORD, for 
theſe and all thy mercies : bleſs the Church and 
King: grant us truth and peace through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, for ever and ever! At another 
time he ſaid, He cauſeth his ſervants to lie down 

in peace.“ Then pauſing a little he cried, - The 
clouds drop fatneſs !' and ſoon after, The Lord is 
with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge!* The 
following night, he often attempted to repeat the 
Pſalm before mentioned, but could only get out, 


TH praiſe- II praiſe 5 


On Wedneſday Morning, the ad of March, thi 
cloſing ſcene drew near. Mr. Bradford, his faith- 
ful friend, and moſt affectionate ſon, prayed. with 
him, and the laſt word he was heard to articulate 
was, © 6 Farewel | 1” 'A few: minutes before ten, while 

5 Miſs 


( 24 5 
Wi fs We to. Nr. Horton, M 7 Brackenbury, Ir. an i 
Mrs. Rogers, Dr. Whitchead, Mr. ' Broadbent, Mr. 
| Whitfeld, Mr. Bradford, and F. R. were. kneeling 
around his hed ; according to his often expreſſed 
defire, without a lingering groan, this. man of 
60, gathered up his feet in the preſence of his, 
brethren ! And their beloved, Paſtor, Father, and 
Friend, entered into the joy of his Lord. My Fa- 
ther! my Father! the Chariot of Iſrael and the 
horſemen thercof, we ſee no more! | 


© O had he drop'd his mantle in his flight, 
0 may his ſpirit on the Prophets light! 

Bat vain the hope of miracles to come; 
© There's no Vlifha in Eljali's room!“ 


. Being dead, he yet foraketh.. His beer are 


left behind; I wiſh to recommend them to your 


Many of you have them in your houſes. 


peruſal. 


O! read; mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt. them! 


Lam perſuaded, was he ſent unto us gore 
dead, he would preach the ſame doctrine he did 
while living. He would aſſure us, he had not 
followed a cunningly deviſed fable ; but had preach- 
ed, and lived, that Goſpel which is the power of 
GOD. unto falvation : He would ſpeak to you as 
a man, and tell you that your days are few; ; that 
here you have no continuing city; that life is but 
a vapour-that 'appeareth for a little time, and then 
vaniſheth away: that it is appointed unto men once 
to die, and after that the judgment: That no man 

can 


& - 


þ 
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can deliver his brother from the grave, or give 4 
ranſom for him. He would urge the neceſlity of a 
ſpeedy preparation for meeting GOD ; He would 
urge you to break off your ſins by repentance, and 
your iniquities by calling upon the name of the 
LORD. He ſpeateth! Hear him, O ye Nations! 
hear him, O ye dead in treſpaſſes! Awake! ye that 
ſleep, and ariſe from the dead, that Chriſt may give 
you light! 


He ſpeaketh as a Chriſtian. We are juſtified free- 
ly by the grace of GOD, through the Redemption 
which is in Jeſus. By grace we are ſaved through 
faith; ; through faith in a bleeding LORD! He ſtill 
cries, Behold the Lamb of GOD that taketh away 
the fins of the world ! Look unto him, and be ye 
ſaved! 


He ſpeaketh, as an Ambaſſador of the King of 


| kings ; - and in this exalted character, he ſhuneth 


not to declare unto us the whole counſel of GOD, 
In this capWMty, he kecpeth back nothing that 
would be profitable to the flock. He calls on ſinners 
to repent and believe the Goſpel; he preſſes them to 
put on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He ſhews the neceſ- 
ſity of chriſtian holineſs, as without it no man can 
ſee the LORD; at the fame time he poiuts out the 
only way this is to be attained, namely, by believing 

GOD's promiſes, and conſtantly expecung their ful- 


filment 
men D He 


( 26 ) 

He always reprobated the idea of there being 
any proper merit in Man, either before, or after 
converſion: And on all occaſions declared, our 
whole ſalvation comes from the boſom of Mercy, 


and is conveyed to us on ſtreams of Mediatorial 
blood ! 


The righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, 3 to a 
contrite ei for the remiſſion of ſins, he held 
as an evangelical doctrine; and only denied it in 
the Antimonian Senſe, whereby it is made a cloak 
of unrighteouſneſs, to cover the fouleſt crimes. 


He preſſed believers to go on to perfection; the 
Summit of the Chriſtian diſpenſation ; to pant after 
all the mind that was in Chriſt, and to be filled 
with all the tulnefs of GOD. 


The longer he lived, the more clearly he ſaw the 
deſtructive nature of bigotry ; His heart was more 
' and more enlarged, and, when ſpeaking of Chriſ- 
tian Profeſlors, his capacious Soul crigd out, Who- 
ſoever doth the will of my Father, the ſame is my 
Brother, and Siſter, and Mother. 


_* This, my brethren, is the venerable Man whofe 

loſs we mourn ; whoſe death will be deeply felt, by 
thoufands, and tens of thouſands ; whoſe removal, 
deeply feel! He admitted me a Member of the 
Methodiſt Society about Thirty-ſeven years ago; 
and having obtained help from GOD, I continue 
to this day. Almoſt Twenty-two yo I have ſerv- 


d 
® 


(99) 
ed him as a Son 1n the Goſpel ; not for filthy lucre's 
ſake, {for had this been the caſe, I ſhould have been 


miſerably diſappointed,) but from pure affection to 
this eminent Ambaflador of the LORD of Hoſts. 


Perhaps, ſome will ſay, now the ſhepherd is 
ſmitten, what will become of his flock? I anſwer 
the LORD liveth, and he will provide! He liveth 
that leadeth Joſeph like a ſheep ! He will not leave 
us comfortleſs! He will ſtill gather the lambs with 
his arm, and bear them in his boſom ! 


A vaſt Majority of the Itinerant, and Local 
Preachers in our connexion, will continue to cleave 
to GOD, and to one another; They will continue to 
walk by the ſame rule, and to mind the ſame 
thing, namely, the Salvation of their own Souls, 
and thoſe that hear them, They will bear in mind 
him who was once over them in the LORD; they 
will tread in his ſteps, until they overtake him in 
the ſkies! The greateſt token of reſpect we can 
pay to the memory of our departed Father, 1s, to 
imbibe his ſpirit, and (as far as he followed Jeſus 
Chriſt,) to imitate his example. Then whenever 
we drop theſe earthly tabernables, he will receive 
us with peculiar joy, ſaying, LORD, hear am I, 
and the children thou has graciouſly given me ! 


_ * Friendſhip! ſhall there, in perfect ſplendour ſhine! 
* Th idea of parting, never ſhall intrude; 
Harmonic Choirs, uniting ſhall combine, 

* And Dang the e of redeeming blood ! 


8 Methinks 


Ti 
—— — _ 
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0 Methinks hear the ſound, and feel the flame 
Love glorified, in all its thrilling charms, 
view my Father, there before the Lamb; 


« 1 ruſh—embrace—and ſink into his arms. 


*- 


Pardon my riſing Soul, whoſe ardent zeal, 


* Tow'rs in unguarded notes beyond this Sphere; 
Excuſe the ſoft emotions that I feel. 
Excuſe the frailty of a ſtarting tear! 


Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 


laſt end be like his! Even ſo, LORD JESUS. Amen. 


MANCHESTER, 


Marth 124th, 1791. 


\ 
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FARTHER ACCOUNT 


GF THE 


Rev. YO HN I/ESLEY, M. A. 


By SAMUEL BRADBURN. 


ee He taught us how to Foe; and O, too bigh 
A price for knowledge, taught us how to die.” 
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FARTHER ACCOUNT, Ge. 


UCH is the Character of the Reverend Mr. 
Weſley, that, it would require his own abili- 
ties to do it juſtice. A fear of leſſening his merits 
in the eſteem of the public, made me refuſe to 
preach his funeral Sermon. However, at the re- 
queſt of my worthy Brother in the Miniſtry, who 
performed that labour of love, much to my ſatis- 
faction, all things conſidered, I ſhall add to his, a 
farther .account of this eminent ſervant of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt. His memory is dear to many thouſands, 
who will gladly receive any teſtimony in his fa- 
vour that comes well authenticated. Thoſe who 
know me, will not doubt my veracity, and charity 
will incline thoſe who do not, to believe the beſt: 


and I promiſe to write nothing but what I know to 
be true. 


I am not going to write Mr. Welley's Hiſtory. 
This will be done by ſome of his Friends, when they 
have had time to collect and arrange materials for 
ſuch a work. My chief deſign is to give a ſhort 
ſketch of thoſe leading virtues, which were ſo uni- 


formly exemplified in the conduct of this truly 
great man. 


I judge it neceſſary to do this without delay, be- 
cauſe (though many Encomiums have been given 
him in the ogg prints, yet, ) ſeveral falſhoods oy 

| een 


= - 0-4 
been circulated, reſpecting that part of his cha- 
| racer, which, of all others, is the moſt blameleſs ; 
| namely, his having left great ſums of money to his 
| Friends. This is not to be wondered at: for, many 
A years ago he was accuſed of laying up riches : His 
ih income was calculated, and no nc in England 
| 
| 
| 
J 
| 
| 


was ſuppoſec to have ſuch a revenue! It is true, this 
was done by perſons totally ignorant of him and 
his concerns. Nevertheleſs, as the belief of ſuch a 
report might hinder his uſefulneſs, he thought pro- 
per to reply to it. In his Appeal to men of Rea- 
| ſon and Religion, he clears himſelf from this ſlan- 
[ derous accuſation in the ſtrongeſt terms. He de- 
} clares, that if he left ten pounds behind him, after 
* . <his debts were paid, the world might call him a 
thief and a robber. Now, the queſtion is, has he left 
ten pounds behind him, when his debts are paid? In con- 
1 ſidering this queſtion, a circumſtance muſt be kept 
in view, which will clearly and fully determine it: 
that is, his ſtock of Books on Sale, has of late years, 
greatly increaſed. And when he repeated the above 
declaration in public, which I have heard him do 
many times, he added, © Except my Books.” Theſe 
| were the only property, worthy of note, that he 
had. The Library in his Study is very ſmall ; and 
is to remain where it is, for the uſe of the Preachers 
who may at any time be ſtationed in London. 
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l What the Stock of Books is worth, I do not ex- 
[| actly know: But there are two things to be obſerv- 
1 ed r it: namely, Firſt, there 1 is a Debt of ſe- 


venteen 
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venteen hundred pounds to be paid out of it, to the 
widow of the late Rev. Charles Weſley, which has 
been owing many years, and for which Mr. John 
Weſley paid intereſt, Secondly, whatever remains 
the /tock, in equity, belongs to the Body of the Preachers; 
eſpecially thoſe of them that have travelled many 
years; though Mr. Weſley had a legal right to diſ- 
poſe of it, They have ſold the Books throughout 
Great Britain and Ireland, ſome of them without 
reaping the leaſt advantage, and all the reſt for leſs 
than one half of the common allowance to Book- 
ſellers. And they did this becauſe they knew he ſaved. 
none of the money ; but employed it in doing good. 
Hence it is eaſy to prove, that the preſent Stock, 
when the Debt is deducted, has been more than earned 
by the Preachers, Mr. Welley knew this, and ac- 
cordingly has left it (except three Legacies which 
muſt be paid out of it, amounting in all to (140) 
to the General Fund of the Methodi/t Conference to- 
wards carrying on the work of GOD. All the Printing 


Inſtruments are left, (as they ought to be) with the 
-Bogks, to the Conference. 


The Houſe he lived in when in London, was, in 
reality, as much mine, or any other Preacher's, 
when ſtationed there, as it was his. The Furniture 
as well as the Houſe; and all the Houſes and Fur- 
niture, in London and every where elſe, belong to 
the Connection at large; and are committed to the 

care of Truſtees in each place, for the uſe of the 

Preachers 


6 


Preachers for the time being, who never ſtay more 
than three years ſucceſſively in one Circuit. 


Mr. Weſley's other perſonal efefts were very trif- 


ling. Till lately, he kept very few clothes by him. 


I myſelf have been conſtrained by my own feelings, 
to ſpeak tome Friends to clothe him, he has been 


fo bare; and ſo have other Preachers to my know- 


ledge. His Gowns, Caſſocks, and Bands were moſt- 


ly given to him ; and he has left them for the uſe 


of the Clergymen who officiate at the New Chapel. 
Within a few years paſt, his wearing appatel has 
increaſed ; by particular Friends making him pre- 


ſents of ſuch things as they thought he wanted, 


but would not buy for himſelf. After all, ſome 
of the Preachers, and moſt Miniſters in England 
have more clothes than he had at his death. And 
the London Aſſiſtant is appointed to divide them 
among thoſe four of the travelling Preachers that want 


them moff. 


He was always very backward to lay out any 
money on his own account. He could not bear to 
ſee the poor in want, if he could poflibly relieve 
them. He fold the very Pictures oft the walls, and 
even Mourning-Rings, which had been left him, 
to get money for them. When it became neceſſary 
for him to travel in a Chaiſe, his particular Friends 
defrayed all the Expence of it, by voluntary Sub- 
ſcriptions. He has left the Chaiſe and Horſes to two 
Gentlemen, in truſt, to be ſold and the money to 
be divided among a number of poor people in Lon- 

don. 


3 
don. His Watch he has left to Mr. Bradford, to 
whoſe care he owed, under GOD, his very life 
many times: and to whom the Methodiſt Connec- 
tion is under great obligations: He has ſerved it 


many years with zeal and fidelity, from the moſt 
diſintereſted motives. May GOD reward him! 


Neal Eftate Mr. Weſley had none. Many years 
ago he was enabled, by a Charitable Donation, to 
build the School at Kingſwood, for the benefit of 
the Sons of the Travelling Preachers: and it has 
hitherto been ſupported by public Collections. 
Whatever right or title he had to this, or any thing 
in it, or belonging to it, he conveyed by a regular 
deed, dated the 2 5th of February, 1786, to three 
of the Preachers, in truſt, for the reſt, to be « em- 
ployed as uſual. 8 


So much for Mr. Wefley's temporal affairs. Now, 
let any man of Reaſon and Religion, taking all 
things into the account, judge whether he has not 
kept his word. Conſider the Propriety the Preach- 
ers have in the Stock of Books, and the heavy 
Debt it is ſubject to, and in the ſtricteſt tenſe that 
his words will bear, he has not left ten pounds be- 
hind him! And 1 aſk with amazement, conſider- 
ing the thouſands of pounds that paſſed through his 
hands, moſt of which he might have ſaved, what 
man, in ſuch a fituation, could have acted, from 
firſt to laſt, better than he did? For more than 
fifty years, his labours in the Miniſtry have aſto- 


niſhed the world: And to the cloſe of his life, he 
could 
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nab boldly declare, without fearing to be cons 


fronted— 


* The things eternal I purſue, 
6 A happineſs beyond the view 
„Of thoſe who baſely pant 
te For things by nature felt and ſeen; 
“ Their honours, wealth, and pleaſures mean, 
| „] neitber have nor want.” 


I can ſcarcely refrain from exclaiming— 


«© O for a chap of thunder, as loud 
* As to be heard throughout the univerſe, 
* To tell the world the fact, and to applaud it!“ 


My feelings have carried me forward, further than 


'T intended. I meant to give an account of Mr. 


Welley' s property, when I came to ſpeak of his cha- 
rities; but I ſhall leave it where it is; and proceed 
with the account of his character, 


To form a Great Man, there muſt be great powers, 
exerted in an uncommon manner, producing extra- 
ordinary effects. Education draws forth theſe pow- 
ers, and moſtly determines their application, Some, 
whoſe abilities have only been great in one particular 
way, have nevertheleſs been famous, by their talents 
being happily ſuited to their ſtation, and the part 
they had to act. Had their ſituation been changed, 
they would have ſunk into obſcurity. Others, have 
poſleſſed ſuch extenſive Fan that they would have 

Shone 


1 


Shone in any ſphere of action. Such was Mr. Weſley, 
He had ſtrong intellectual powers; a mind compre- 
henſive and vigorous in all its faculties; a penetrat- 
ing judgment, a capacious and retentive memory, 4 
lively imagination, and a ſublime genius. He was 
educated trom his very infancy in the various bran- 
ches of literature, which were neceſſary to form the 
ſcholar and the gentleman; and he purſued, through 
the whole of his life, the attainment of ſtill higher 
degrees of ſuch accomplithments, as generally excite 
eſteem and admiration. So that had Divine Provi- 
dence placed him in any other rank in life, I have 
no doubt but he would have excelled. Had he been 
called to the bar, or the ſenate, his extenſive know- 
ledge and powerful eloquence, would have ſignalized 
him among the greateſt ſtateſmen and orators. He 
was fond of hiſtory and philoſophy. His publications 
are ſufficient proofs of his abilities as a writer. He 
had a fine taſte for poetry; and compoſed himſelf, 
many of our hymns; but he told me, that he and 

his brother agreed, not to diſtinguiſh their hymns | 
from each other's. He frequently choſe to expreſs 
his thoughts, cither in converſation or preaching, in 
verſe, and even in rhyme. It would be no unpleaſing 
talk to me, (if my plan would have admitted it) to 
inſert in this place, what I think would be pleaſing 
to many; namely, hundreds of lines on various ſub- 
jects, which he uſed to repeat; but this mult be left 
to his hiſtorian. Some have thought him, in preach- 
ing, too poetical, becauſe he often uſed bold and 
figurative expreſſions. He cqnſidered words as poor, 
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iILdrawn pictures of our thoughts. I remember in con- 


verſation with him once on this very head, he told 


me, that he heard his father ſay, © One certain proof 
of a man's having little real genius, was his being 
difficult and nice in chooſing his words.“ Mr. Wel- 


ley never appeared greater in my eſteem, than when 


the vaſt conceptions of his towering ſoul ſeemed to 
beggar all the extravagance of hyperbole, Yet he knew 
how *© to contain the fury of his fancy within the 
bounds of reaſon.” He was no Enthuſiaſt. He was 


not a random Preacher. I recollect his bringing a 


public charge, in our Conference, againſt a Preacher, 
for preaching, in the Vrict ſenſe of the word, extempore, 


that is, without premeditation. In his notes on the 


New Teſtament, he has the following remarkable 
paſſage; · Through this whole diſcourſe, we cannot 


* but obſerve, the moſt exact method which can 


4 poſſibly be conceived, Every paragraph, every 
£ ſentence is cloſely connected both with that which 


* precedes and that which follows it. And is not 


te this the pattern for every Chriſtian Preacher? If 
„ any then are able to follow it, without premedi- 
* tation, well; If not, let them not dare to preach 
* without it. No rhapſody, no incoherency, whe- 
* ther the things ſpoken be true or falſe, comes of 
5 the ſpirit of Chriſt,” Mat. v. 10. I wiſh all thoſe 
who talk of ſaying in public, what God gives them,“ 
(as their phraſe is) would attend to Mr, Welly in 


this particular. 


No man living more firmly believed in, or attends 
ed to a Divine Influence, than he did. And if ever 
ES. | man 
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man was inſpired of GOD, in delivering the ſacred 
truths of Chriſtianity, he was. I have ſeen him, 
when his holy Soul has been elevated with heavenly 
joy; and drawn out by ſupernatural aſſiſtance, to a 
great degree of devout ardour. But this did not 
ſo much reſpect what he ſaid, as what he felt, and his 
manner of {aying it; his matter was taken from the 
Oracles of GOD. He was different from himſelf 
at different times. But this was, when nature was 
almoſt exhauſted, either with preaching too often 
in a day, or when he had been unavoidably engag- 
ed in company or buſineſs, till it was time to begin. 
But even then he had not his ſubject to ſeek; for, 
as he conſtantly preached out of ſome part of the 
Scriptures for the day, as appointed in the Prayer- 
Book; and as he read theſe commonly the firſt 
thing he did in the morning, he then fixed upon 
the texts he intended to preach on through the day, 
which were frequently four. I was always ſorry, 
when I knew he was to preach ſo often; becauſe, in 
general, one or two of his ſermons would be far be- 
neath what he could have made them, had he 
preached but twice. But when he ſhone leaſt, what 
a Gentleman in Edinburgh ſaid, (who had heard 
him at an unfavourable time) was always true : 
It was not a ma/terly ſermon, yet none but @ maſter 
could have preached it.” As am Orator he was a 
perfect model to every chriſtian miniſter. His Geſ- 
tures were graceful and harmonious. His Stile was 
delicately chaſte : Yet he has faid in a letter now: 
before me, As for me, I never think of my Stile 
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ut all, but juſt ſet down the words that come firſt, 


Only when I tranſcribe any thing for the Preſs, then 
I think it my duty to ſee that every phraſe be clear, 
pure, proper and eafy. Conciſensſs (which is now as 
it were natural to me,) brings quantum ſufficit of 
Strength.“ In this account, there is every property 
of a good Stile, and ſuch was his at all times. In- 
deed, all the graces of rhetoric, uniting in the hap- 
pieſt combination, both in his Action and Utte- 
rance, rendered him one of the moſt finiſhed Spea- 
kers that ever adorned a Pulpit. He was always 


accurate without being i, and clear without ever 


being tedious : There was an eaſy ſimplicity in his 
whole deportment, but nothing mean or childiſh : 
In his pathetic energy there was no rant or wild-fire : 
Nor was he ever pompous, though moſtly elegant, and 
often n ſublime. 


He was a great reader from his very youth. Hence 
his mind was richly ſtored with vaſt treaſures of 
uſeful and entertaining knowledge. He had an al- 
moſt inexhauſtible fund of ſtories and anecdotes, 


adapted to all kinds of people, and to every occur- 


rence in life. Theſe he related with a propriety pe- 
culiar to himſelf. Few men had a greater ſhare of 
vivacity, when in company with thoſe he loved, eſ- 
pecially on his journies. If the weather, or the 
roads happened to be diſagreeable; or if any little 
accident befel any of his Fellow-travellers, without 
their being hurt, with what inimitable turns of 
wit, would he ſtrive to keep up their ſpirits ; &el- 
ing himſelf happy ia endeavouring to pleaſe ; ſo 

Tbs that 


3 

cttat it was almoſt impoſſible to be dull or diſſatisfi- 

| ed in his company. The firſt time 1 ever was in- 
troduced to him, I was greatly {truck with his Chear- 

fulneſs and Affability: and the opinion I then formed 

of him on this head, I never altered to this mo- 

ment. From ſeeing him only in the Pulpit, and 

conſidering his exalted Ration in the Church of 

Chriſt, I ſuppoſed he was very reſerved and auſtere: 

but how agreeably was I diſappointed, when, with 

a pleaſant ſmile, he took me familiarly by the hand, 

and ſaid, © Beware of the fear of man; and be ſure 

you ſpeak flat and plain in preaching.” It is not 

ceaſy to expreſs the good eſſect this advice had on 

my mind at that time: It was a word in ſeaſon. I 

never ſaw him loro ſpirited in my life; nor could he 
endure to be with a melancholy perſon. When 

ſpeaking of any whoimagined religion would make 

people moroſe or gloomy, I have heard him ſay in 

the pulpit, © That eur podlineſs is the deuil's religion.” 

In his anſwer-to a Letter I had written to him, (in 

a time of ſtrong temptatian) he has theſe words: 

« That melancholy turn is directly oppoſite to a 

Chriſtian Spirit. Every Believer ought to enjoy life.” 

He never ſuffered himſelf to be carried away by ex- 

treme grief. I heard him ſay, © I dare no more 
fret than curſe and ſwear.” That placid ſerenity, 

which ſo fully and conſtantly poſſeſſed his ſoul, 

| ſhone with ineffable ſweetneſs through his expreſ- 

ſive Countenance ; and communicated its benign 

influences to the large Circles of his Friends, who 
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crouded together wherever he went, to enjoy the 
benefit of his converſation. On ſuch occaſions, he 
kindly condeſcended to a familiar equality, and con- 


cealed the great Philoſopher and Divine in the ſo- 


cial Companion. He was a truly well-bred man. 
Had he lived in a Court all his days, his addreſs 


could not have been more eaſy and polite: Yet he 


could be quite content amongſt the moſt hamely 
"Tradeſmen or Peaſants, and ſuit his diſcourſe to 
the meaneſt capacity. His courteſy to every one 


was very engaging; eſpecially to young people. 1 
have heard him repeatedly ſay, I reverence a 


young man, becauſe he may be uſeful when I am in 
the duſt!” He was very fond of Children, though 
he never had any of his own. Hundreds of theſe 


will remember with pleaſure, perhaps, with profit, 
the notice he took of them. Little things often 
diſcover our real ſentiments, more than things of 


importance. When he ſtooped to unbend his mind 
with Children, he found an artleſs innocence, and a 
dilintereſted love, which {ſweetly correſponded with 


the generous feelings of his own heart. Our Sa- 
viour viewed them in this light, when he ſaid, 
Ot ſuch is the kingdom of heaven.” What a. ta- 


cit ſlur is this upon all the deep deſigns of human 


art! 


He had an invincible attachment to truth and 
Juſtice. His abhorrence of Diſſimulation is ſuſſici- 


_ ently manifeſted in his Sermon on the Character of 


* From that ſermon alone, it is eaſy o 
, conclude, 


* 


conclude, in what light he viewed every ſpecies of. 
deception, And as he uſed no guile himſelf, nei- 
ther did he ſuſpect it in others. He was governed 6 
by that Charity, which believeth all things. This 
ſometimes laid him open to the crafty deſigns of... 
inſinuating Paraſites, who took the advantage of 
his credulity, and impoled upon his good nature. 
And if ever he acted wrong, it was chiefly owing _ 
to the miſplaced conhdence he had in ſuch. It was 
not eaſy to make him allow, that any one had pur- 
poſely deceived him. And when convinced by facts, 
he endeavoured to cover the fault, and as far as 
poſſible, to excuſe the offender. This is a _— 


_ guiſhing characteriſtic of a liberal ſoul: and is 


ſuflicient reaſon why great and holy men are ſo * , 
quently expoſed to impoſition. They walk in the 
Integrity of their own hearts | 


« And oft though wiſdom de fafpicion. tees 
* At wiſdom's gate, and to fimplicity 

“ Religns her charge, white goodneſs thinbs no ill 
* Where no ill ſeems.” 


In forgiving i injuries, he evidenced to all who knew 
him, how much he lived under the power of Di- 
vine Love. Though he was often critically ſituat- 
ed, having to deal with men of different principles, 
and oppoſite intereſts; and though he had natural- 
ly a keen ſenſe of honour, and a quick apprehen- 
ſion of what ought to be upon all occaſions ; conſe- 
quently muſt have been ſeverely tried in his tem- 
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per; nevertheleſs if ever he happened to drop 2 
warm expreffion, however great the provocation 
might be, he was liumbled into the duſt in a mo- 
ment, and would never reft till the party concerned 
was reconciled to him. And as he was ever ready 


to forgive a crime, ſo he was to forget it. He roſe ſu- 


perior to the timid caution of little minds, that can 


never make a friend of one whom Ty have __ 
cauſe to pardon ; 


———-* He held it cowardice | 
* To reſt miſtruftful, where a noble heart 
« Hath pawn'd an open hand in ſign of love.“ 


Were it proper, I could produce many inſtances, 
that are freſi in my memory, in which his love to 
his enemies was truly aſtoniſhing. 


He did not love to reprove any one, not even 
the meaneſt Domeſtic. This was the more ſurpri- 
ſing, becauſe no man was ever better qualified to 


reprove in every form. He could be poignantly fa- 
tirical; when he thought it the moſt proper me- 
thod, to expoſe the ridiculous ſingularity of a 


pedant, or chaſtiſe the ſupercilious airs of a cox- 
comb, But though I have known him ſucceſsful in 
this way ; yet he conſidered it as meddling with 
edge-tools, and gave very little countenance to it, 
either in himſelf or others. He did not love a 
Trider ; Any thing like religious buffoonery he ab- 
horred: Above all, any lightneſs in the pulpit was 

EY an 


| 
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1 
an abomination to him. He confideret the various 
ills of hfe, and the awfulnefs of death, with that deep 
attention which they deferve. The torments of 
hell and the ſufferings of the Son of GOD, he ſet 
forth in ſuch an earneſt and ferious manner, as 
greatly affected both himſelf and his hearers. He 
entered into the fpirit of his ſubje ct, and felt what 
he faid, I have ſeen his lips quiver, and the tears 
Tun down his cheeks, when with the moſt moving 
language, he has been entreating his congregation to 
live for eternity. His power of perſuaſion was very 
great; eſpecially when engaged in behalf of the 
Poor. Hence frequent applications were made to 
him, to preach Charity Sermons, in many of the 
Churches in London. This was a fubject that ex- 
actly ſuited his own benevolent diſpoſition. The 
Poor lay very near his heart. Of this he gave the 
moſt unequivocal demonſtration through the whole 
courſe of his life. He not only preached Sermons 
in their behalf, but contrived by various other me- 
thods to raiſe contributions for them. I myſelf 
have gone with him from houſe to houſe, both ta 
our own people, and others, that were well diſpoſed, 
to beg money to buy Bread, Coals and Cloathing 
for the poor in London. And that not when the 
weather was warm and dry; but in the depth of 
winter, when the melted ſnow has in many places 
been over our ſhoes, ſo that I have been forced to 
deſiſt, by taking ſuch violent colds. Should this 
paper fall into the hands of any of thoſe to whom he 
applicd, 
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applied, I doubt not, but it will cauſe them to drop 2 
tear, by bringing to their remembrance, the times 
they have ſeen him rejoicing at his ſucceſs, in this 
labour of chriſtian love. O] ye Widows and Or- 
phans |! ye aged und infirm ! witneſs, how often he 
has baniſhed care and ſorrow, from your dreary ha- 
bitations; and cauſed the voice of gladneſs and 


_ thank(ziving to be heard in your Garrets and Cel- 


lars! Who now ſhall lift up the hands that hang 
down, and confirm the feeble knees? He whole 
bowels yearned*over you with tender compaſſion— 
your amiable; benevolent Benefactor is no more! 
May GOD raife you up many to ſupply his place! 

Mr. Weſley's diligence to ſerve the poor by theſe 
methods, was not to fave his own money. He gave - 
all he could, which was no inconſiderable ſum. - In 
the year 1781, I travelled with him through ſeve- 
ral Circuits; by which means, I had an opportuni- - 
ty of knowing how his accounts ſtood: And I know . 
that he gave away within the year, from the Briſtol 
Conference, 1780, to the Leeds Conference, 1781, 
in private Charities, above fourteen hundred pounds! 
I do not mention that year, as if he never did the 


like before or ſince; but becauſe I know he did it then, 


He told me himſelf in London, in the year 1787, 
that he never gave away out of his own pocket, 
leſs than a thouſand pounds a year. To enable him 
to do this, he had firſt, the profits of the Books, 
which the Preachers ſold : (except ten per cent, 
which ſome of them took, for about 18 years palt. ) 
This 


K 29 J 


This proves, (let him have died worth what he 
may) that all he had, in ftritt juſtice, belonged to the 
| Body of the Preachers. Theſe kept themſelves low, to 
put it into his power to be thus liberal, becauſe they 
loved him : But for them, he could not have done 
it. He had, ſecondly, from London and Briſtol, on 
an average, about 150l. per annum, by private ſub- 
ſcriptions. Thirdly, the Society in London gave 
him Thirty Pounds a year; which was all the fixed 
ſtipend he had. Fourthly, Every year almoſt there 
were Legacies left him. Fifthly, 'as he went his 
journeys, the Friends in each large Society where 
he preached, generally gave him a few pounds when 
he was going away. Thus literally having ncthing, 
he poſſeſſed all things; and though poor, he made 
many rich. His manner of beſtowing his Charity 
was truly pleaſing : He never relieved poor people 
in the ſtreet, but he either took off, or moved his 
hat to them when they thanked him. And in pri- 
vate, he took care not to hurt the moſt refined 
feelings of thoſe he aſſiſted. 


He was ever attentive to a Particular Providence. 

His Works at large, eſpecially his Journals, furniſh 

many proofs of this. He took GOD into his ac- 

. count in every thing. He was not aſhamed to pray 

concerning any thing that he took in hand. This 
was living Scripturally. 


He never comparatively ſpeaking, ſuffered much 
bodily _ ; at leaſt, not long together; though his 
5 conſtitution 


4660 
conſtitution was exceedinsly delicate. This he fre- 
quently mentions in his journals. When he was 
eighty-one years old, he wrote thus of himſelf: 1 
find myſelf juſt as ſtrong to labour, and as fit for 
any exerciſe of body or mind, as | was forty years 
ago. Ido not impute this to fecond cauſes, but to 
the ſovereign Lord of all.” At the ſame time, he 
never neglected ſecond cauſes. He was as temperate 
as any Chriſtian need to be, in meat, drink and ſlecp. 

He was remarkably clean in every thing : His 
clothes, his ſtudy ang his books, were not only free 
from dirt ; but they were kept in the moſt exa& 
order. He often ſaid, © Cleanlineſs is next to God- 
lineſs.“ This neatneſs in every thing, contributes 
more to health than people in general imagine: 
And regularity prevents uneaſineſs of mind, which 
is more hurtful to the body than many are aware 
of. But though he would not ſuffer any thing ſlo- 
venly about him ; he had an utter averſion to any 
thing gaudy. 


il Nothing could diſyleaſe k 7 more 3 want of | 


In the redemption of his time he excelled all 1 
ever 


11 exactneſs in any that he had to do with. He was 
60 ES: regular in every thing; and particularly punctual 
(ith to his appointments. He was very obſerving 
0 | Wherever the went ; and thought nothing beneath 
hi his notice, in which he could improve, either him- 
| 11 ſelf or others: Vet no one could be more quiet in 
| th the houſe, or give leſs trouble to ſervants. 
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ever knew. He took the advice which he gave 
the Preachers: Never be unemployed a moment. 
Never be triflingly employed. Never while away 


9», 


time.” But though he was always diligent, he ne- 
ver ſeemed in a hurry. He moſtly wrote ſtanding; 
and to look at, he was a very flow writer. Yet, by 
his cloſe application, and unremitting perſeverance, 
what volumes has he produced! He added to his 
induſtry, an amazing patience of fatigue. Where 
almoſt any one elſe would have failed, his active, en- 
terpriſing ſpirit enabled him, unweariedly to purſue 
his purpoſe till he ſucceeded, 


As an Engliſhman, Mr. Weſley was true to his 
King and Country, As a Miniſter, he loved the 
eſtabliſhed Church. His ſentiments on theſe ſubjects 
are printed ; and I muſt refer to his works, His 
religious opinions you have ſeen in the firſt part of 
this pamphlet. In theſe, he ſteadily lived and died. 
But he was no Bigot. His Sermon on a Catholic 
Spirit, publiſhed many years ago; and an article (in 
a late number of the Magazine) called, A new 
Phenomenon,“ ſhew his Candour, and the liberali- 
ty of his mind. I mention theſe two, becauſe ſo 


-many years paſled betwixt the times of their being 


publiſhed. Whoever reads his various tracts, will 
find the moſt determined adherence to the princi- 


ples of univerſal toleration, from his beginning ta 
his death, "© 


His modeſty, prevented his ſaying much of his 
G own 
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following lines 


ICE 


own Experience. In public he very ſeldom, hardly 


ever, ſpoke of the ſtate of his own ſoul. Some- 
times he indirectly mentioned a conſciencious re- 
gard for ſundry things; and that his Conſcience 
would not let him do the oppoſites. But ſtill he 
did not, when ſpeaking of Doctrines, produce him- 


ſelf as an Evidence. He knew, that, The truth of 
a Doctrine, and the rectitude of a Character, had 


no neceſſary connection.“ Vet he was ſufficiently 


explicit among his Friends. He told me, when with 
him in LVorkſhire, in the year 1781, that“ His Ex- 


perience might almoſt any time, be found in the 


6 O Thou who cameſt from above! 
5 The pure celeſtial fire to impart, 
Kindle a flame of facred love, | 
* On the mean altar of my heart! 
There let it for thy glory burn, 
* With inextinguiſhable blaze, 
And trembling to its ſource return, 
In humble love, and fervent praiſe.” 


A ſoul that i in general, could expreſs its feelings in 
theſe verſes, could not but be happy. And that he 


thought ſo himſelf, is plain to me; for he often would 


ſtop, + when we were writing together, and looking 


up with a pleaſant countenance, would ſay 


* LORD, how happy is the heart, 
After thee while it aſpires ! 


He 


VVV 


CF 
He would add ſome text of ſcripture, or a ſhort 
ſenrence from fome favourite author, and then pur- 


| ſue his buſineſs. In the year 1783, T heard him ſay 


in Leeds Chapel, (when preaching on, I will take 
the cup of Salvation, and call upon the name of the 


LORD.) That, after all his travelling in the ſervice of 


GOD, and all his preaching and praying, he ſaw 
nothing to depend upon, but, © GOD be merciful to 
me a ſinner!ꝰ The ſame I heard him repeat at Shef- 
field, laſt ſummer. This to me, was very ſatisfac- 
tory: and his latter end well agreed with ſuch a ha- 
bit of living. I could here indulye a melancholy 
pleaſure in expatiating on his Humility, his Love, 
his Communion with GOD, and all the Graces of 
the Holy Spirit which he fo fully poſſeſſed; but I 
have: already exceeded the bounds I had fer, when J 
began. 


Should any one object to ſo ſhort an account of 


Him being publiſhed : I anſwer ; a fort account is 


better than none: (and I have ſeen none yet, ſave 
that about his death, and what has been in the Newſ- 
papers.) Beſides, hundreds can buy this account, 
who cannot buy a larger; and ſhort as it is, it con- 
tains the great outlines of his Portrait. In fine, 
E had not time to publiſh a large Volume; though 
I thought it right, as a Son, to ſay ſomething of my 
Father in the Goſpel, And very few of his Sons 
have had greater opportunities of being thoroughly 
acquainted with him, during the laſt ſeventeen 
years. I have ſlept with him hundreds of nights:— 

I have 
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1 have travelled with him thouſands of miles :—l 
lived in what he reckoned, more immediately, his 
own Family, in London and Briſtol, five years to- 
gether : I tave converſed freely with him on a va- 
riety of ſubjects :—I knew his Opinions, his Diſpo- 
ſition, and the very ſecrets of his heart. Had he 
not diſcovered that he was Man by a few inſtances 
of human frailty, thoſe who knew him, would have 
been in danger of Idolatry. His Life ſhewed to 
what a degree of greatneſs man may be raiſed: and 
his Death ſhews, that the glory of Virtue alone is 
ſolid and eternal. The pomp and pageantry of 


{tate,—wealth, and titles of dominion, have contri- 
buted to gain ſome the name of Great. "Theſe would 
have been uſeleſs appendages to him.—He was 
great in himſelf, great in the Energy and Powers of 
his own Mind, great in the ſuperiority and ſove- 
reignty of his Soul over moſt other men 


In this imperfect memorial, I have endeavoured to 
ſhew my love to this venerable Saint, now none can 
ſuſpect me of flattery; but all his worth will not, — 
cannot be known till mortality iſhall be { allowed 
up of life. The Sun cannot be feen but by its own 
light: and when it ſhines, all other lights are as 
darkneſs, compared with its tranſcendent effulgence, 
Mr. Welley has had his day, He ſhone with diſ- 
tinguiſhed luſtre for many years. He has been a 
means of diſpelling the darkneſs of ignorance and 
error from the minds of thouſands.—He has often 
cheared the drooping ſpirits of ſuch as were ready 

; | | Te BEE to 


(25 


to periſh.— He has, in the hands of GOD, revived. 
genuine piety over this land, and made thouſands 
fruitful in good works. — But, alas! he is eclipſed 
for a ſeaſon! and his abſence cauſes a darknefs which 
is moſt acutely felt! What a ſolemn ſcene preſents 
itſelf to our view! Human nature exalted almoſt 
beyond human belief: And ſunk almoſt below hu- 
man notice!—But he hath left behind him proofs of 
his greatneſs, which will laſt till the viſible creation 
ſhall be no more! Whoever reads his works, and 
contemplates his Character, will eaſily allow, that 
his extraordinary natural powers, improved by a 
liberal education, and employed to their utmoſt ex- 
tent in the ſervice of GOD, for the good of man- 
kind, are deſerving of the higheſt praiſe we dare 
give to a mortal. His diſintereſted love to the 
poor lis unabating zeal in ſetting forth the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to perifhing ſinners— lis deep acquain- 
tance with divine things, and His amazing labours 
in the church, rendered him the Deli aht of his 
Friends the Glory of his Family and the Wonder 
of the age he lived in! Allow him but the unavoid- 
able infirmities of humanity, and he was a rare Or- 
nament to the Britiſh Empire—A ſtriking Pattern 
to all Chriſtian Miuiſters And a bright Exemplar 
of religious Excellence 


The chief point in which the Death of Mr. Weſley 
will affect the Methodilt-Connection, is, the Preach- 
ers thereby, loſe their © Centre of Union.“ They con- 
ſidered themſelves as his Sons in the Goſpel : and 
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( 26 ) 
to his direction they freely ſubmitted. But they 
owe no ſuch ſubmiſſion to any other man. It is there- 
fore impoſſihle that, there ſhould ever. be another 
King in our Iſrael. But it does not follow, that our 
Union will be deſtroyed. The Preachers never called 
Mr. Weſley Rabbi, in the ſenſe which our LORD 
forbids. They never acknowledged any Head of 
the Chriſtian Church, but JESUS CHRIST; and he 
is © the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever.” 
Under his gracious influence, the Preachers are well 
qualified to govern themſelves. Their Plan 1s in 
part, not only fixed ; but publiſhed, in their Enrolled 
Deed, and the Minutes of the Conference. It is proba- 
ble, they will appoint a Preſident and a general Com- 
mittee every year, to act in concert during the Confe- 
rence only, their Office and Power to end with the Con- 
feren:e. while they are aſſæmbled, they can divide 
the three Kingdoms into D/#rifs; (a given number 
of Circuits to form a Diſtrict.) They can then chuſe 
a Committee out of every Diſtrict ; and each Com- 
mittee can chuſe its own Preſident for the year ; 
who can convene the Committee in caſe of any buſi- 
nels, that caanot be done in a ſingle Circuit. Thus 
it will be eaſy to preſerve our Union indiſſalublè; and 
to perpetuate the ITINERANT PLAN in the GOOD 

OLD WAY. That this may be the caſe; and that 
GOD may give us aright Spirit, that with a fingle- 
eye, we may aim at his Glory 1n all things, is the 
earneſt Prayer of, | = 
The Church's Servant for Chritt's ſake. 


8. BRAD BURN. 


1 


The following Lines were written ſome years ago, 


| by a Lady, on ſeeing Mr. Weſley's picture. I believe, 
I need not apologize for inſerting them here, as 
they contain ſuch a deſcription of his Character, in 


ſo few words. 


Hail, brighteſt Orator our nation boaſts ! 

- Hail, veteran Soldier of the Ld of Hoſts ! 
Hail, bright Reſemblance in whoſe nervous lines 
The Saint ſublime, the finiſhed Chriſtian ſhines : 

Through whom appears to each diſcerning Eye, 
The Depths of Learning, Wiſdom, Piety : 

All Graces, Human and Divine are there, 

Soft temper'd by the penſive Mourners Air : 
Mild, heavenly Meekneſs, to theWorld unknown, 
Unto the loved Diſciple giv'n alone: 
A Worth ſo ſingular ſince Time began 

But One ſurpaſs*'d, and He m0 more than Man. 
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